
Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Myron and Lucille Barber 

480 W. Main St. Apt #A5 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Dan Bruder 

18560 Elk Loop 

  

Long Prairie, MN  56347 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 
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Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

David and Barbara Carlson 

1419 N. Ketelle Drive NE 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Mary Curtis 

10749 Tyler Court NE 

  

Blaine, MN  55434 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Daniel and Jane Field 

14644 115th Avenue 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Daniel and Stephanie Finnegan 

110 E. Pike Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Kearney Frank 

P.O. Box 578 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Larry Frisch 

19727 Eastwood Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Michael and Ella Gilbert 

10702 120th Avenue 

  

Villard, MN  56385 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Betty Hinrichs 

602 East Nestor 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Mr. Alan Hjulberg 

604 Oak Street West 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

LeeAnn Horton 

15377 County 93 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Donald Jensen 

410 W. Main Street 

CMH 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Deb Jibben 

21 W. Oak Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Mr. Dean Johnsen 

604 W. Oak Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Gregory and Teresa Johnson 

18353 171st Street 

P.O. Box 56 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

LaRayne Johnson 

410 W. Main Street 

CMH 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Marline Johnson 

16593 210th Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Letty Jost 

Heritage Apartments 

512 2nd Avenue E. 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Brent and Dawn Juntunen 

13466 170th Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Joshua and Mandy Kapaun 

18 W. Pike Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Lois Ketelle 

707 Edgewater Drive 

  

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Ryan and Abby Kleinschmidt 

11218 Cable Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Sharon Kummrow 

15530 Hwy 27 West 

  

Kensington, MN  56343 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Alan and Darcy Larson 

115 E. Oak Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Ryan and Joy Larson 

507 7th Avenue W. 

  

Osakis , MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

David and Shari Laven 

502 Nestor Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Arlene Ludwig 

501 Hunter Lane 

  

Garfield, MN  56332 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Jesse and Tonya Malvin 

603 W. Queen Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Madlyn Manders 

451 County Rd. 10 S.E. 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Linda Manders 

1109 Birch Avenue 

  

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Carol Marthaler 

1415 Lake Street  

Apt. #121 

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Osakis Lutheran Church   

  

  

 ,      



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Robert Schultz 

P.O. Box 15 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Jason and Lisa Steinert 

15316 County Rd. 93 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Rita Matheny 

11849 Eagle View Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Elaine Mattson 

410 W. Main Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Faye Maus 

240 6th Avenue N. 

Westview Assisted Living 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Dawn McNeal 

17374 S. Ketelle Drive NE 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Marvin and Debra Mensen 

12981 County Road 10 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Dorene Mielke 

11450 County Road 10 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Donald and Carol Nack 

1324 Maple Drive SE 

  

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 



Osakis Lutheran Church 
Action News   
July 2023 
 
Edition #571 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Richard and Carol Nelson 

21427 Finch Road 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Harold Norris 

411 Pike Street W. 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Loren and Lillian Ortendahl 

P.O. Box 246 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

David Pease 

505 E. Main Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Don and LaVonne Peterson 

P.O. Box 72 

  

Nelson, MN  56355 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Michael and Mary Redetzke 

615 1st Avenue W. 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Travis and Sarah Redetzke 

102 E. Oak Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Troy Reinke 

11169 130th Avenue 

  

Villard, MN  56385 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Karol Schlosser 

26781 113th Avenue 

  

Carlos, MN  56319 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Timothy and Julie Schoeck 

17497 141st Avenue 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Jason and Amanda Schueler 

14966 210th Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Beverly Schultz 

320 Irving Street 

Unit #3 

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Suzzette Sibell 

106 Lavens Lakeview Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Brian and Emilia Sorensen 

1057 Trisco Cove Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Ricky and Connie Spanswick 

17661 141st Avenue 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 



Osakis Lutheran Church 
Action News   
July 2023 
 
Edition #571 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Delores Stephens 

410 W. Main Street 

Terrace Heights #109 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Howard and Lynnette Swenstad 

159 County Road 74 NE 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

John Swenstad 

601 E. Main Street 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Glenn and Nancy Taft 

100 Main Street S. 

  

Browerville, MN  56438 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Dallas Triebenbach 

P.O. Box 184 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Kenneth Twait 

8079 County Road 17 SE 

  

Alexandria, MN  56308 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Michael and Gina Wagner 

501 7th Avenue W. 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 



Osakis Lutheran Church 
Action News   
July 2023 
 
Edition #571 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Lisa Watnaas 

P.O. Box 71 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Greg Wells 

P.O. Box 162 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Larry and Christy Werder 

14264 Ferret Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Thomas and Karen Williamson 

20805 133rd Avenue 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Michael and Nancy Woidyla 

11350 Cable Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Richard and Kathy Steinbeisser 

701 1st Avenue W. 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Alice Sanders 

410 W. Main Street 

Terrace Heights #102 

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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Osakis Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2023 Church Council 

 

President— Kristen Will 

President Elect -  

Past President– Richard Hansen 

Secretary—  

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education— Stephanie Finnegan 

Trustees– Lil Ortendahl  

Youth– Lacei Sadlemyer 

Stewardship— Mike Curtis 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday  – Thursday   

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone number #859-2350 

 

The deadline for the bulletin is 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

 

To contact Pastor Rich: 

Pastor Rich will typically be 

working Monday—Thursday                

with Friday as his day off.   

His phone number is:  

#859-3816. 

  

 

 

   

 

Lawrence Lewin 

11861 Eagle View Drive 

  

Osakis, MN  56360 



 

 

We had a great time & perfect weather for the Osakis Days Parade!!  We handed out over 900 bottles of water.  It 
was a great feeling doing this for our community!!! 

Charlotte Myhre, Sandra Benson, Kristin Will, Abby Will, Morgan Will, Nancy Exley, Wendy Stephens and Imo-
gene, and Pastor Rich handed out bottles of water while Paul and Cindy Christensen lead the way pulling the float 
and giving candy to the parade crowd. Thank you to Kristin Will and her daughters, Abby and Morgan, Cindy 
Christensen, Kathy and Dick Steinbeisser and Nancy E for putting labels on the water bottles. 

Thank you all who gave time, coolers. ice and financial donations. Thank you to Thrivent as well for their finan-
cial contribution of $500 in gift cards. 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News: 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  

——————————————————— 
Worship: *Video Worship: Service will be 

recorded & posted on YouTube by Noon on 
Sunday. 

 

Call the church office 859-2350  
 

or Pastor Rich 859-3816 if  
 

needing pastoral care.        
 

Communion by appointment -

contact Pastor Rich. 



 

 
 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, Tuesday June6, 2023 

 

Present: Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Rick Hansen, Mike Curtis, Pastor Rich and Lil Ortendahl 

The meeting was called to order by Past President Rick Hansen 
Pastor Rich led devotions 
Sharing of joys and concerns 

Approval of agenda.    
Lil made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with no additions, Mike 2nd  
Old/Unfinished Business 

Minutes were reviewed. Mike made a motion to approve, Mary 2nd 
Radon in the parsonage.  Pastor Rich and Travis have been unable to schedule time to discuss and 
correct the issue of radon in the parsonage.  For now Pastor has some windows open in the base-
ment.  They will try again in June. 

The bluegrass group who had contacted is for using the church have gone elsewhere. 
Lawn mowing has been taken care of. 
New Business 

Plans are moving forward with our participation in the Osakis Parade, June 25th.  We have re-
ceived Thrivent Action Debit Cards for some expenses.  Donations have also been received.   
Kristin Will to do decorating.  We will be handing out bottles of water with a message. 

Treasurer: Income for May:  $8,299.00 with $5,000 transferred to Operating from Mission Invest-
ment to help pay bills.  Offering income to date for 2023 is $41,274.33.      Bills paid in May 
$11,220.79, bills caught up; exception of Benevolences and some Portico not paid.   Expenses to 

date- $51,186.88.  Will continue to do the best we can.     
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will officiate the memorial service on June 16 for Stella Bender.  This will 
be the last postponed service.  Previous were Lois Ketelle, Ruth Sherman and Jean Jensen.  Ser-

vices have resumed at Galeon.  Services will rotate between local ministers on Sundays and Thurs-
days.  Pastor Rich attended Synod Assembly Saturday, June 3 in Moorhead, MN,.  Author and 
speaker Kara Powell was the keynote speaker.  She spoke about church struggles for today, that 

churches are calibrated for a world that no longer exists.     
Committees: 
Church in Society: NNN 

Education and Youth:  No news.  VBS is coming July 10-13.   
Stewardship:  Working with Pastor to put together a stewardship drive. 
Worship:  Mary recruiting new members:  Emily Wolf, Nancy Exley and Shelly Triebenbach.  
Looking to have a monthly meeting on the third Sunday of the month after service.  Shelly will 

play about 3 Sundays per month and Pat Converse will play a Sunday every 6-8 weeks.  Ruth 
Bloom will also assist in playing periodically.  
Trustees:  No news.     

Pastor Rich read a closing prayer.  
Meeting was adjourned.   Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 11  at 6:00pm.   
Submitted by Nancy Exley, Interim Church Secretary  



 

Join Us For Worship 
                    

       Sunday     July 2  Worship Service  - 10 a.m.    

                   Sunday     July 9   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

       Sunday     July 16   Worship Service  - 10 a.m.   

                 Sunday     July 23    Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

       Sunday     July 30  Worship Service - 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Logan Grove who graduated from Cedarville Univer-

sity this spring with an undergraduate degree in Pharmaceutical Science.   

Anna Wolf made the Dean’s List this spring at University of MN Duluth.  

She achieved a GPA of 3.50 or higher. 

Luke Nessman and Noah Nessman , and Jason Wiggins graduated from 

the Alexandria Technical & Community College this spring as well. 

Isaac Maddock took fourth place in this year’s Minnesota High School 

League’s individual state tournament for tennis. 

Chase Triebenbach competed in the Minnesota High School League State 

Golf Meet.  He finished in fourth place with an overall score of 151 in the 

two day event.  

Marcus Wolf  has enlisted in the Army National Guard. 

Ellie Otremba placed 5th in the 5th grade Math Master conference. 

Josiah Kapaun placed 7th in the 4th grade Math Master conference. 

 

 

Parents and kids, we would like to highlight our kids here in Action 

News.   Please send us your news!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns                                                                   

Shelly Engfer-Triebenbach, LaRayne Johnson, 
Lil Ortendahl, Delores Johnson, Axel Vik, 

 Cody Hansen, Barbara Berg and Tiffany Malz 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please call 320-859-2350 for your special  

prayer requests! 
 

  

Community Memorial Home:  Elaine Mattson,      
Don Jensen, LaRayne Johnson 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders, Delores         

Stephens 
 

Westview Assisted Living:  Faye Maus, Madlyn 

Manders 

 

 

Please remember to include those who are our 

friends, neighbors, and members of Osakis  

Lutheran with a prayer, greeting, or a card! 

 

 
June 4, 2023   Attendance                  64 
Envelopes                                   $ 618.00 
Loose                                               55.00 
Rent  Johanson wedding              200.00 
Tech Fund                                       80.00 
Local Bills                                      300.00 
Online                                             830.00 

Total:                                           $2,083.00 
 
June 11, 2023       Attendance               34  
Envelopes                                     $ 943.00 
Loose          60.00 
Stoeckel Campership                         80.00 
Online                                               420.00                                                                  
Total:                                            $1,503.00 
 
 
 

June 18 2023      Attendance             28 
Envelopes                                  $     693.00 
Loose           49.00 
Tech Fund                                           80.00 
National Youth                                     80.00 
Online                                                330.00 

Total:                                            $1,232.00 
 
June 25, 2023       Attendance           20          
Envelopes                                          460.00 
Loose                                                   27.00 
Parade donations                              220.00 
World Hunger                                        2.00 
Online                                                330.00 
Total                                             $1,254.00 
 
 
 
 
We were fortunate to receive $400.00 from 
Thrivent in the form of gift cards for our  
Parade Event. 
 

 

You can now give your offering online!  
Go to: www.osakislutheranelca.com and 

click on the “Donate” button to enroll.       
The website is safe and secure.         

 

Thank You!       
 
 

 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 

 

May  Income:                 $8,899.33 

MIF Transfer                              5,000.00 

 

May bills paid                         $10,660.22 

                                 
          

 

     Thank you for your support.   
 

Tithes and Offerings 

http://www.osakislutheranelca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Jacki Harth has resigned her position of 

Church Council Secretary.  We thank 

Jacki for her  time and great talent as 

secretary. 

     Council is looking for a person to 

take over this position.   The posi-

tion is taking the minutes as council 

meeting one evening per month, 

typing them and sending to the 

church office.  If you are unable to 

type, the church secretary can do that.  

Talk to a council member if interested.  

Thank you.   

 

 

 

 Council is also looking for a President 

Elect.   All positions are open to any 

Osakis Lutheran Church member.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

‘July Birthdays’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07/05  Sarah Redetzke 

07/07  Jack Converse 

07/10  Janet Johnson 

07/11  Pat Ryan 

07/11  Jenna Reilly 

07/19  Troy Wolf 

07/23  Camryn Hoffarth 

07/24  Betty Hinrichs 

07/26  Ryan Kleinschmidt 

07/27  Noah Nessman 

07/28  Kenneth Twait 

07/30  Lucille Barber 

07/30  Marline Johnson 

07/31  LaRayne Johnson 

07/31  Barbara Larson 

 

 

 



 
Rich Reflections  
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, the one we in the Bible and not 
on TV, we have a unique view of citizenship. Jesus didn’t favor 
one human government or another. 
 

Jesus’ primary concern was with “the lost, the last, and the 
least”—the outcast, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He 
crossed many boundaries that had served to make some people 
insiders (“acceptable”) and some outsiders (“unacceptable”).  
 

Jesus broke dividing walls to care for:  
Samaritan woman, was conisdered immoral 
man born blind, “a sinner” 
Canaanite woman,  a gentile/sinner 
Lepers who were unclean 
touched the dead (to raise them)  
“worked” on Sabbath to heal & feed 
woman with 12 yr. hemorrhage  
pagan man with demons 
son of Roman soldier (the enemy) 
children—welcomed & blessed 

 

Jesus shows us that in the Kingdom of God there are no dividing 
lines between “us and them.” And that list is only a partial one.  
 

Paul, who had a privileged, insider life, followed Jesus calling and 
lead to live his life in a way that went against the grain, and 
crossed traditional boundaries. He wrote much of what’s in the 
New Testament—it started as letters to believers. 
 
Philippians 3  
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh [human 
rules], I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. [technically 
he was a Roman citizen]  
 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, [lit. “dung”] in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him,   
 

…18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; …their 
minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heav-
en, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
 

“God has to do with every creature, and every creature has to do 
with God, whether they recognize it or not. God's work in the 
world must be viewed in and through a universal frame of refer-
ence.” (Dr. Terry Fretheim, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary.)   
 

As noted in the quote above, and illustrated in the life of Jesus, 
God is interested in and cares about everyone. Yes, everyone! So 
as followers of Jesus it is our calling as citizens of heaven—by our 
baptism—to care for every person.  
 

With that in my I encourage you to read to the end of the next arti-
cle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why you come to church 
  Christian Century blogs 

  by Pr. Diane Roth, Lutheran pastor in MN 

I don't know why you come to church on a particular Sunday, or 

why you don't. Sometimes you show up; sometimes you don't. 

When you don't, maybe it's because you are sick or out of town or 

your alarm clock didn't go off or you just can't bear to be in a 

room with those particular people on this particular day.  

When you come, maybe it's because your kids are singing in the 

choir today, or you are reading the lessons at the second service. 

Or, maybe you just want to sing, at the top of your lungs. Where 

else can you go to sing? 

Maybe you come because deep down, you are hungry for the 

promise in that little piece of bread and that small sip of wine. 

Maybe you come because you need to be reminded that there is 

something bigger than you. Maybe you come because you need 

courage to keep on doing good. Or maybe you come because you 

need a hand to lift you up, and you are hoping that there will be a 

hand there today. Please let there be a hand there today. 

If you don't know why you come, here's a reason: 

You don't come for yourself. You come for someone else. You 

come for that person who needs a word, a hand up, a heart. You 

come for the person who needs someone to sit beside her. You 

come for the widow who walks in slowly; you come for the teen-

ager who needs someone to say "You belong." You come and you 

practice looking for the person, the one you are there for. 

You come and you practice, so you can go back out and practice 
looking all week, looking for the person that God is sending to 
you. 
         __________ 
 
See you in church?? 
Pr. Rich 
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