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Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tues- Fri 

10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone:  320-859-2350 

The deadline for the bulletin is     

Thursday at 1 p.m. 

 

Action News deadline is the     

20th of the month.  

Committees and the congregation 

are welcome to contribute news!!! 

  

 

 

   

 



Message from the Pastor 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Happy Easter! In Jesus resurrection we have so much for which to be thankful. Mat-

thew ‘s account of the resurrection uses the Greek word sizmos which translates to 

our word earthquake. Christ’s resurrection changes everything just as an earthquake 

changes everything. It disrupts …our actions, thoughts, understanding, and faith.  

We learn that the power of God’s love is stronger than the power of death, and strong-

er than the power of the Roman government. Within the powerful change in our under-

standing, we hear Jesus, calling to us, teaching us through the Gospel, comforting us 

through the Holy Spirit as we love one another as Jesus loves us.  

May you continue to reflect on this life giving love, how it has   impacted your life, and 

how you impact those around you.  

Shalom, 

Your sister in Christ 

First Communion! 
We are excited to invite all 5th graders and their parents to a special                       

First Communion gathering on: 
 

Sunday, April 12 at 11:00 AM  
 

We learn more about the Sacrament of Holy Communion in fun and interactive ways 
and reflect on our baptism. We encourage students to bring the Bible they received in 

3rd grade, as we will be looking up passages together to help us better understand 
this special sacrament.  

 

Together we will: 

• Make our own version of unleavened bread 

• Paint a personal First Communion cup to be used at 
the first communion 

• Explore Scripture and discover the deeper meaning of 
the Lord’s Supper 

 

~ A light lunch will be provided ~ 



Osakis Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

March 22nd, 2026 

 

Present: Pastor MaryAnne Parker, Stephanie Finnegan, Mike Curtis, Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Travis Redetzke, and 

Sarah Redetzke. 

 

Call to Order 

We did not do devotions at this meeting. 

Council decided to skip highs and lows as well. 

Approval of Agenda 

Add Nurse Navigator to New Business under Donations/Fundraising. With that addition, Travis made a 

motion to approve the agenda, 2nd by Mike. Agenda approved. 

Approval of last month’s minutes 

Mike made a motion to approve last month’s minutes, 2nd by Travis. February minutes approved.  

Old Business 

Council decided to discuss Invite a Friend to church with the congregation. 

The price for texting through Icon has increased. Council decided to table this discussion until August or 

September. 

New Business 

A worship assistant has been helpful; however, Mary Anne has found that some font changes and using 

short phrases has been helpful for her. 

Stephanie looked into getting a new sign in the brick housing. She showed us an example. It is $50/vinyl. 

We thought of having a different background done and wondered if it would fade. 

We are going to try and get the prayer chain going again. We will keep it simple. 

We were approached with donations or the possibility of fundraising for the following programs. 

Habitat for Humanity- we could collect money for a month, provide lunch, or help build. 

Backpack Attack- this is a free food program for students at the school that don’t have food on the 

weekends. We could make a donation in the fall. 

Someplace Safe- Stephanie will put information in the Action News 

Nurse Navigator- Stephanie will put information in the Action News. 

Reports 

Mary Anne reported that she and Stephanie worked on First Communion and Graduation letters. She 

went over her sermon and took care of details for worship. 

Nancy reported that for the month of February there was $5,243.43 in income.  The expenses were 

$11,626.49. Bills were paid. 

Stephanie reported that May 10th will be a Youth Led Service, Graduation Sunday Service is May 3rd, and 

May 13th is the last day for Pathfinders. There will only be one movie this summer during VBS. The 

movie will be on July 8th. The next education meeting is August 9th at 6:00. 

Mike discussed Seeds for Stewardship and having information put in the Action News. 

Travis reported a new soundboard has been ordered and hopes to have it installed before Easter. 

Mary reported that they will be getting ready for Palm Sunday and decorating for Easter. Their next meet-

ing is on April 10th.  

We Offer Our Prayers 

 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

We said the Lord’s Prayer. Travis made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Mary. 

Next meeting: May 10th @ 11:15 a.m. 

 

Submitted by Sarah Redetzke, Council Secretary 



Please keep Colton Will, Grace Johnson, 
Dave Carlson & Linda Blake in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

Have someone we can pray for? 

Please contact the secretary at 320.859.2350 

or olcsecretary@arvig.net 

~ Thank you to everyone who donated items in our shopping 
cart for our local food shelf. We dropped off 28.1 lbs of food 
and household items for March!! 

~ We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who shared their 
faith stories during Wednesday Evening Lenten services. Your 
openness and testimony helped deepen our connection as a 
church family and reminded us of the many ways the Holy  
Spirit is at work among us. Through your words, we were      
encouraged, inspired and uplifted in faith! 

~ Thank you to all who brought in beautiful flowers for our alter 
during Easter! 

 

God of new life, when things feel 

heavy or uncertain, lift what 

weighs on us. 

Where there is fear, bring peace 

Where there is guilt, bring grace. 

Where something feels stuck or 

finished, make a way forward. 

Like light breaking across the 

sky, remind us that hope is still 

rising, even now. 

Amen. 

Graduation Sunday 

Join us on May 5th as we celebrate 

our graduates and their remarkable 

accomplishments. In this special  

service, we will honor their journey, 

their faith, and the ways God has 

guided them. After the service, we 

invite you to join us for cake and 

fellowship, as we lift them up in 

prayer and celebrate the goodness 

of God in their lives. Come, and be 

apart of this joyful moment of faith 

and hope! 



Tithes & Offerings 

March 1, 2026   Attendance 25 

Envelopes                $   1,650.00 

Lent                 5.00 

National Youth Gathering            75.00 

Total                 $   1,730.00 

 

March 8, 2026   Attendance 23 

Envelopes      $   615.00 

Lent              30.00 

Total                   $   645.00 

 

March 15, 2026   Attendance  0 

No Service due to weather 

 

March 22, 2026   Attendance 29 

Envelopes              $   1,325.00 

Loose               1.00 

Lent           202.00 

Dish Clothes              8.00 

Tech Fund            75.00 

National Youth Gathering          75.00 

World Hunger              2.00 

Total               $   1,763.00 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 
 

   February Income                        $ 5,243.43 

   Bills/payroll paid February      $ 11,626.49 

 

On behalf of our church family, I want to sincerely thank each of you for your continued prayers, 

generosity, and dedication. Your faithfulness strengthens our mission and allows us to serve with 

purpose.  

Nancy Exley, Treasurer 

 

March 29, 2026   Attendance 40 

Palm Sunday 

Envelopes   $   2,675.00 

Loose            122.00 

Lent            262.00 

Memorial         1,000.00 

(for Curt Kalpin - sound system) 

Anchor Ad           120.00 

Total                $   4,179.00 

 

 

Offering in March:           $  8,317.00 

 

Wednesday Evening  Service Attendance: 

March 4, 2026  14 

March 11, 2026 16 

March 18, 2026 14 

March 25, 2026 17 

Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For 

with the measure you use it will be measured back to you. 

Luke 6:38 



 

           Mobile Food Shelf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Drop off  donations anytime in our     
shopping cart located in the Narthex. 

The nonperishable items will delivered 
on the 3rd Tuesday of  each month. 

 

We are looking for help in the church 
and are personally reaching out and   

inviting you to help with: 

 Reading Scriptures 

 Ushering 

 Fellowship  

Please sign-up in the back of the church 
if you are able to help in any of      

these areas.  

Not sure what it entails, contact  
Stephanie in the office and she can give 

you more information!! 

 

 04/05 Carol Nack 

 04/15 Amanda Steinbeisser 

 04/18 Abby Will 

 04/18 Morgan Will 

 04/20 Trenton VanNyhuis 

 04/20 Linda Blake 

 04/24 Mike Curtis 

 04/24 Lawrence Lewin 

 04/25 Darcy Larson 

 04/28 Morgan Staloch 

 04/30 Joe Johnson 

 04/30 Mary Redetzke 

Our church is more than a place we 
gather, it’s a family where every heart 

and every hand matters.  

Whether you love welcoming people, 
helping behind the scenes, or sharing 

your talents, there’s a place for you here.  

Step in, serve with joy, and watch how 
God uses you to bless others. Sign up to-
day in the back of the church or talk to 
the secretary and be part of the story 

He’s writing in our community! 



Pipes of The North Scholarship 
 

Congratulations to Morgan Will on receiving the scholarship!!! 

 

We are so proud of you and excited to see how the Lord will work through you on 

this new  journey. May your music be a joyful noise that                                          

lifts hearts and brings glory to His name. 

  

Hello from Worship Committee!! 

We met on March 13th at 1 pm with 5 members present: Pat C, Barb L,   Nancy E, Pastor 

Mary Anne and myself, Mary R. 

I think we’re all quite ready for spring - kind of feeling like we’re done with winter and 

we want to move on. However, I must admit everyone was in good spirits!! 

Anyway, we set up coffee and cookies and got down to business. 

We had a lot to discuss with all the services Easter entails, Palam Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. 

Of course, that meant many songs to pick out and all the other details. The altar will be 

decorated with flowers on Easter. Our church members are so thoughtful when it comes 

to bringing in flowers, making the altar come to life! 

We will meet for our next meeting on Friday, April 10th, at 1 pm at the church. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Mary Redetzke, Chair 

 

P.S. We’re excited that Cindy Christensen will be joining our group after she retires from 

the school in the spring. Yea!! 
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From the President 
As winter lingers and the days feel long, many of us experience moments of   
heaviness, loneliness, or quiet struggle. Yet even in these seasons, there is an     
invitation to notice that we are not alone. 

I wanted to share this story because it truly spoke to my heart, and I believe it 
will resonate with many of you. My prayer is that it brings comfort, hope, and a 
gentle reminder that even in the stillness, God is near. 

Blessings ~ 

Stehanie Finnegan 

I didn’t meet God in church pews,  

I met Him in the silence of my suffering. 

- A story from Salt and Light Words - 

I used to think God only met people in holy places - on church stages, during  

worship, or when faith felt strong. 

But I met Him in the silence. In the stillness of my suffering. When no one else 

saw my pain, He did. When I couldn’t speak, He listened. When I had nothing left 

to give, He gave me Himself. 

It was in the long nights when I felt forgotten, in the tears I cried alone, in the 

prayers that sounded more like sighs,  

that’s where He made His presence known. 

He didn’t need a perfect prayer. He didn’t need me to be strong. He simply      

came - gentle, quiet, faithful. He didn’t fix everything right away. He didn’t give 

me all the answers. But He game me something deeper: His nearness. His peace. 

And that was enough. 

So if you’re in that quiet place - hurting, waiting, breaking - don’t rush through it. 

You might be standing on holy ground. 

We are restarting our Prayer Chain, and all are invited 

to join this meaningful ministry. Together, we lift up 

prayers for ourselves, our community and our world.  

If you would like to be apart of the Prayer Chain, please contact the church secretary at 320.859.2350 or 

olcsecretary@arvig.net. Let us stay connected in faith through the power of prayer!! 


