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Osakis Lutheran Church 

2026 Church Council 

 

President— Stephanie Finnegan 

President Elect -   Available! 

Past President–  

Secretary— Sarah Redetzke 

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education/Youth— Available!! 

Trustees– Travis Redetzke  

Stewardship/Deacons— Mike Curtis 

 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tues- Fri 

10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone:  320-859-2350 

The deadline for the bulletin is     

Thursday at 1 p.m. 

 

Action News deadline is the     

20th of the month.  

Committees and the congregation 

are welcome to contribute news!!! 

  

 

 

   

 



Osakis Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

July 12th, 2026 

 

Present: Pastor Mary Anne Parker, Stephanie Finnegan, Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Travis Redetzke, and Sarah Redetzke 

 

Call to Order 

Mary Anne played devotions from an app on her phone. 

Council skipped highs and lows. 

Approval of Agenda 

Nancy made a motion to approve the agenda, 2nd by Travis. 

Approval of last month’s minutes 

Travis made a motion to approve last month’s minutes, 2nd by Mary. 

 

Old Business 

Mary Anne encouraged us to listen to the Synod Assembly; it may give us ideas. Stephanie discussed putting 

topics on Facebook for engagement online. In 2027, the Synod Assembly will be in person. 

In July, Mary Anne will be on vacation from the 14th-22nd. She will be gone the 24th for training. Stephanie will 

be gone on July 31st. On August 16th, there will possibly be another outdoor service 

In the fall, there will be an insert in the bulletin for Vanco, our online offering program. 

Stephanie may do a temple talk about Vanco after Sunday School starts. 

Vicki Hinrichs will be our pianist for June-August. Pat will play for traditional services. Council discussed a 

pre-recorded music option, if needed. 

 

New Business 

Mary Anne explained ‘Behold the New’ project. It helps people get back to church. It focuses on baptismal 

values. 

Stephanie will be posting different religious topics on Facebook and everyone is welcome and encouraged to 

engage with the topic. 

Fundraising 

We will be doing a fundraiser for Backpack Attack again. 

We are thinking of doing a chili cook off, possibly in October. 

Council discussed doing VBS fundraising to offset the high cost of VBS. 

 

Reports 

Mary Anne reported that she finished her sermon notes and went over the worship. She also had bible study. 

Nancy reported that income for the month of June was $5,713.53 and expenses were $11,177.50. Bills were 

paid for the month of June. 

Stephanie reported that the education committee’s next meeting is August 2nd at 6:00 p.m. at O-Town. Path-

finders will begin again in September.  Hoppers, the VBS movie, brought in about 20 kids and $53.30. 

There will be a Youth Led Service during Christmas. 

Mike was not present for a Stewardship report. 

Travis reported that there was nothing new to report from the Trustees committee. 

Mary reported that the worship committee met on July 10th and everyone was there. Cindy Christensen has 

now joined the worship committee. Rick picked out songs for the outdoor service on July 19th. Their next 

meeting is August 14th. 

Offer Our Prayers 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Council said the Lord’s Prayer. 

Stephanie made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Mary. 

 

Next Council Meeting is August 11th @ 6:30 pm 

Submitted by Sarah Redetzke, Council Secretary 



As we prepare for a new school year, Osakis Lutheran Church is excited to once again have a   
table at the Osakis School Open House on Tuesday, August 26, from 4:00–7:00 p.m. 

We invite you to stop by, say hello, and help us share Christ's love with our school community. 
Take a moment to write a prayer, blessing, or word of encouragement on our Prayer Poster as 
we lift up students, families, teachers, staff, and administrators in prayer. Together, we can ask 
God's guidance, protection, wisdom, and peace over everyone as they begin a new year. 

Whether you're attending the Open House or simply want to support this ministry with your 

prayers, we hope you'll join us in being a welcoming presence and a reminder that God's love is 

always with our community. 

Sunday School  

&  

Pathfinders  
We are excited to kick off another wonderful year of learning, growing, and  
serving together! 

Rally Sunday – September 13 
Join us as we celebrate Rally Sunday! During our worship service, we'll have a 
special Blessing of the Backpacks, lifting up our students, teachers, school staff, 
and faculty in prayer as they begin a new school year. Be sure to bring your 
backpack as we ask God to guide, protect, and strengthen everyone involved in 
education this year. 

Pathfinders Begin – Wednesday, September 16 
Pathfinders returns on Wednesday, September 16, at 5:45 p.m. We can't wait to 
welcome new and returning Pathfinders for another season of faith, friendship, 
learning, and adventure. 

Watch Your Mailbox! 
Registration letters for both Sunday School and Pathfinders will be mailed at the 
end of August. Be sure to sign up so you're ready for an exciting year of growing 
in God's love together. 

We look forward to seeing our church family come together as we begin another 

season of building faith, making memories, and walking with Christ. It's going to 

be a wonderful year! 



Please keep Colton Will, Grace Johnson, 
Dave Carlson, Nicole Stoetzel & Don 
Moore in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Have someone we can pray for? 

Please contact the secretary at 320.859.2350 

or olcsecretary@arvig.net 

Message from the Pastor 

Heavenly Father,  

We seek your spiritual healing. Reveal your 

truth, wisdom, and love to us. Help us draw 

closer to you, and may we experience the 

fullness of your grace and the peace that 

surpasses all understanding. Strengthen our 

faith and empower us to walk in your light. In 

Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.  

July 27, 2026 

Dear People of God at Osakis Lutheran Church, 

It is with  great sadness that I must say good by to you. I am so thankful that we were able to spend 
this time together as the Body of Christ at Osakis Lutheran Church. As you are part of my first call, 
you will hold a special place in my memories and my prayers. 

As I wait to discover the  path God unfolds for me my emotions are mixed, but I know I am not alone.  

It is my prayer that as you discern your  path forward together, you will be guided by  wisdom in  Scrip-
ture  through the power  of the Holy Spirit because our life is hidden with Christ. You are not alone. 
Remember Isaiah 43: 

“But now thus says the Lord,  

He who created you, oh Jacob, 

He who formed you, O Israel.  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name;  

you are mine.” 

Know that you will continue to be in my prayers each day. I pray that as you ponder where the spirit is 
leading , you will be filled with excitement and joy! 

August 9 is my last Sunday. I hope we will be able to worship together that day! 

With much love, 

Pastor Mary Anne 



Tithes & Offerings 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 
 

June Income                $ 5,713.53  

June Bills/payroll paid           $ 11,177.50   

  

On behalf of our church family, I want to sincerely 

thank each of you for your continued prayers,  

generosity, and dedication. Your faithfulness 

strengthens our mission and allows us to serve 

with purpose.  

Nancy Exley, Treasurer 

July 5, 2026     Attendance 23 

Envelopes                $   475.00 

Loose             20.00 

World Hunger              9.00 

Anchor Ad          120.00 

Total                 $      624.00 

 

July 12, 2026   Attendance 26 

Envelopes      $ 1,201.00 

Loose              50.00 

VBS                         20.00 

Church Rent - Kallstrom         100.00 

CenterPoint Refund            53.91 

Total                   $   1,499.91 

 

 

 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this 
year's Vacation Bible School such a wonderful success! 
We were blessed to welcome 28 children, along with 3 
volunteers and 4 camper staff, for an amazing week of 
faith, fun, and fellowship. 

Thank you to our church family for your generous              
donations of food, supplies, financial gifts, and the many 
acts of kindness that happened behind the scenes. Every 
gift, whether seen or unseen, made a difference and 
helped create a memorable experience for our children. 

A special thank you to Melanie Stier for her many hours of 
service organizing meals, helping with drop-off and        
pick-up, and hosting a fun movie night with popcorn and 
treats.  

We couldn't have done it without all of you. Thank you for 
supporting our children and sharing God's love through 
your generosity! 

July 19, 2026   Attendance 34 

  Church in the Park 

Envelopes   $   1,080.00 

Loose                60.00 

VBS            660.00 

National Youth Gathering           75.00 

Total                $      1,875.00 

 

July 26, 2026   Attendance 18 

Envelopes   $  1,185.00 

Loose             30.00 

Anchor Ad          120.00 

Total                $    1,335.00 

 

Offering in June:           $  5,333.91 



We are looking for help in 
and around the church and 

are personally inviting you to 
help with: 

 Reading Scriptures 

 Ushering 

 Fellowship  

Please sign-up in the back of 
the church if you are able to 
help in any of these areas.  

Not sure what it entails, 
contact  Stephanie in the of-

fice and she can give you 
more information!! 

Organist/Keyboard  
Player 

Osakis Lutheran Church is seeking a 
part-time Organist/Keyboard Player 

to provide music for                    
Sunday worship services. 

If you or someone you know may be 
interested, please contact the  

Church Secretary for more             
information at 320.859.2350 or         

olcsecretary@arvig.net. 

We would love to welcome someone 
with a passion for music and a    

heart for worship.  

08/02 Matt Ramey 

08/03 Tyler Stier 

08/08 Mike Kugel 

08/10 Ty Werven 

08/16 Mandy Kapaun 

08/17 Scott Ellefson 

08/17 Melanie Stier 

08/19 Brenda Tvrdik 

08/23 Josh Kapaun 

08/23 Marvin Mensen 

08/23 DeAnna Vik 

08/24 Roman Kelly 

08/28 Angela Wells 

08/30 Wendy Bolm 



We are getting our Prayer Chain started and would 
love for you to be a part of it! We are planning to 

share prayer requests through text and/or email as a 
wonderful way to stay connected with one another 

and support our church family and community 
through prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact the church secretary at:                        

320-859-2350 or email olcsecretary@arvig.net. 

Let’s continue to lift each other up in prayer! 

Drop off  donations anytime in 
our shopping cart located in 

the Narthex. 

June/July - 38 lbs. dropped off!! 

The nonperishable items will 
delivered on the 3rd Tuesday of  

each month. 

Flat Jesus 

Grab your very own “Flat Jesus” 

in the back of the church to take 

with you on your summer     

outings!!! Take a pic of Him or 

with Him and email it into the 

secretary at: 

olcsecretary@arvig.net 

Pictures will be added weekly to 

the bulletin board. Can’t wait to 

see what adventures He will be on 

this summer!! 
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Supporting Our Church 

~ Through Online Giving ~ 

 

Have you used our Vanco online giving option yet? Online giving is a simple, secure, and convenient way to 

faithfully support the ministry and mission of our church. 

By scanning the QR code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or using Vanco online giving tab on our website at: www.osakislutheranelca.com, 

 

 

You can easily give directly from your checking account or debit/credit card and have the option to set up re-

curring gifts weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually — making giving consistent and stress free. 

Online giving helps provide steady support for the daily operations and ministries of the church while also 

making it easier for members to give, even when traveling or away from Sunday worship. No more worrying 

about forgetting cash or a check on your way out the door! 

We are so grateful for the generosity and faithfulness of our church family. Every gift, no matter the size, helps 

us continue sharing God’s love and serving our community. 

If you have questions, please reach out to the church secretary at olcsecretary@arvig.net or 320.859.2350 or 
Nancy Exley. 


