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Osakis Lutheran Church
2026 Church Council

President— Stephanie Finnegan
President Elect - Available!!

Past President—

Secretary— Sarah Redetzke

Treasurer— Nancy Exley

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen
Worship— Mary Redetzke
Education/Youth— Available!!
Trustees— Travis Redetzke

Stewardship/Deacons— Mike Curtis

Church Office Hours:

Office Hours:
Tues- Fri
10:00 A.M. -1:00 P.M.

Church phone: 320-859-2350

The deadline for the bulletin is
Thursday at 1 p.m.

Action News deadline is the
20th of the month.

Committees and the congregation
are welcome to contribute news!!!




The Trouble Tree

The carpenter | hired to help me restore an old farmhouse had just finished a rough first day on the job. A
flat tire made him lose an hour of work, his electric saw quit, and now his ancient pickup truck refused to
start. While | drove him home, he sat in stony silence.

On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a
small tree, touching the tips of the branches with both hands. When opening the door he underwent an
amazing transformation. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and
gave his wife a kiss.

Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity got the better of me. | asked him
about what | had seen him do earlier.

“Oh, that’s my trouble tree,” he replied.” | know | can’t help having troubles on the job, but one thing’s for
sure, troubles don’t belong in the house with my wife and the children. So | just hang them on the tree every
night when | come home. Then in the morning | pick them up again.”

He paused. “Funny thing is,” he smiled, “when | come out in the morning to pick ’em up, there ain’t nearly
as many as | remember hanging up the night before.”

https://spiritualgrowthevents.com/ w

Reflection

We all have difficult days and some of those days are more trying on our patients
than other days. This story is a wonderful reminder of how we all need to practice
releasing our burdens and reclaiming inner piece. That sounds much easier said
then done!

During these winter months, it is a great time to focus on ourselves weather it be:
* nurturing our soul.

* where to invest our energy and focus. ‘J
* wisdom to let go of what is holding you down.

* daily gratitude and reflection. \
As we enjoy the peace and quite of the few winter months
ahead, think about how these reflection can help you be the

person you want to be. Reach for those goals you have
dreamed of!!

“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me
and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you
can do nothing.” John 15:5




Osakis Lutheran Church Council Minutes

January 4th, 2026

Present: Stephanie Finnegan, Mary Ann Parker, Kristen Will, Nancy Exley, Mary Redetzke, Travis Redetzke, and Sarah Redetzke.

The meeting was called to order by Stephanie.
For devotions, Stephanie read an excerpt out of a book.

Approval of Agenda
The secretary position was added to the agenda and mailing letters to current members was tabled. Nancy made
a motion to approve the agenda, 2nd by Kristen.

Old Business
Minutes were reviewed from the December meeting. Kristen made a motion to approve the minutes, 27 by
Mary.

New Business
Council discussed procedures on cancelling service due to weather. A decision will be made by 9:00 A.M. It
could be communicated via text messages or email and Facebook.
A new snowblower was purchased for the church. The old one wasn’t working well.
Mailing letters to current members- tabled until February.
We will update the current church ad in the Long Prairie Leader.
We discussed advertising for the use of the Fellowship Hall
There will need to be a damage deposit, rules, etc.
We will need to watch the cost of the recurring ad and we can put the ad on
Facebook and the website.
We are starting up the Befrienders group again.
Dawn McNeal will be sending out birthday cards.
The Annual Meeting will take place on January 25th, 2026. There will be coffee, water, and donuts served.
Stephanie will continue to be the secretary until further notice. Sarah made a motion to approve, 224 by Nancy.

Reports

Mary Ann reported the she worked on her sermons, annual report, and worked with the family of Bev Schultz for
her funeral. She wants to get more people involved in the church and she will be gone from January 5th — 11th
to work on the Lenten Season.

Nancy reported that the income for December was $8,826.25 and expenses were $20,559.77. Bills and
benevolences were paid.

Stephanie reported that the next Education committee meeting will be in late February.

Mike was not present. There was no Stewardship report.

Travis reported that he is waiting to hear from an electrician to get the outdoor fellowship hall light installed.

Mary reported that the Christmas decorations will be coming down that week. The worship committee’s next
meeting will be on January 16t at 1:00 p.m.

Offer Our Prayers

We Go Out in God’s Name
Mary Ann led us in the Lord’s Prayer
Travis made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2rd by Sarah.

The next council meeting is: February 8t @ 11:15 a.m.

Submitted by Sarah Redetzke, Council Secretary



TuHees & Offerungs

Attendance 25

January 4, 2026

Envelopes $ 685.00
Loose 30.00
World Hunger 4.00
Total $ 720.00

January 11, 2026 Attendance 33

Envelopes $ ,195.00
Loose 193.00
World Hunger 2.00
Church Rent 50.00
Total $ 1,440.00

January 18, 2026 Attendance 21

Envelopes $ 598.00
Initial 20.00
Church Rent - Grinstead funeral 125.00
Memorial - Janice Frank 1,000.00
Memorial - Gary Grinstead 100.00
Total $ 1,843.00

January 25, 2026 Attendance 35

Envelopes $ 1,965.00
Loose 20.00

Initial 25.00

Church Rent - funeral 300.00
Refund 14.40
Total $ 2,324.40
Offering in January: $ 6,327.40
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Please call

320 - 859 - 2350

for your special prayer requests

Please pray for:

Colton Will, Grace Johnson & Linda Blake

Community Memorial Home: Elaine Mattson

Terrace Heights: Alice Sanders

Financial Update for the
Congregation

December Income $ 8,490.25

Bills /payroll paid December $ 20,296.90
Annual Giving Statement - Please contact
myself or the secretary for your 2025 state-

ment.

On behalf of our church family, | want to
sincerely thank each of you for your continued
prayers, generosity, and dedication. Your
faithfulness strengthens our mission and allows

us to serve with purpose.

Nancy Exley, Treasurer




What: Osakis Community Blood Drive
Where: VFW Post #7902 — 701 E. 8th Ave
When: Monday, February 23rd - 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Donors have a few options to get information and schedule an appointment
to donate:

* Use the free Red Cross Blood Donor App,
* Visit RedCrossBlood.org,

* Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

( use 'Osakis Community' for the drive name )

* Or just call us to schedule! - Steve or Sharon Fredrickson at 320-859-4151

(aem the (CPicsident

Thank you to all who attended our Anhnhual Meeting!! Tt was SO great to see all your
Smiling faces!!

February is always a fun month but this month, the ChurcCh has a lot Of events
happening!! Starting with Super Bow| Suhday Service on 02/08 and Lent will be Kicked
Off with Ash TWednhesday onh February 18th. AsS in years past, we will be having dihner at
5:30 pt with service at 6 pm. Interested in serving a meal, grab some friends and
sigh-up for a date in the baCk of the church.

We will be sending out Membership documents over the hext month. This will ensure
we have updated information anhd how you would like to receive information from the
church.

Thank you for continuing to support out beautiful church!!
Blessing to you,

Gtephanie Finnegan



Thank you to everyone who donated
items in our shopping cart for our local
food shelf. We dropped off 75 Ibs of
food and household items for January!!

Keep up the great work and lets see if
we can beat this amount for February!!
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Grace Wells

Jesse Wells

Pat Converse

Casey Nevala

Linda Kalpin

Shirley Laven
Remmington Ehrenberg

Pam Ellefson

Luke Nessman Q&\\?
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Drop off donations anytime in our
shopping cart located in the Narthex.

The nonperishable items will delivered
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.

We are looking for help in the church
and are personally reaching out and
inviting you to help with:

*+ Reading Scriptures
+ Ushering
+  Fellowship
+ Lent Meals

Please sigh-up in the back of the church
if you are able to help in any of
these areas.

Not sure what it entails, contact
Stephanie in the office and she can give
you more information!!




January 29, 2026

Dear Siblings in Christ,

We live in troubling times. Bringing God’s message of love and peace is un-
comfortable. The temptation to hide is tempting. It is easy. Just stay home. Stay
out of everyone's way. But for some that is not possible.

| encourage you to use spiritual practices. They will help you and your family
and friends to give you courage and strength to do the next best thing.

Basically, spiritual practices are anything that helps you connect with God.
Praying while you take a walk is one example. If you are an artist you can pray
while you create. If you are a musician, you can pray while you play or listen to
music.

Prayer is simply talking to God just you would talk to a person. Don’t make it
difficult. Find a prayer partner. | am available. Jesus said, “...wherever two or
three are gathered in my name, there | will be also.” That’s a promise! We know
the Holy Spirit is with us always, but | find it comforting to hear the words.

You are always in my prayers.

Pastor Mary Anne

~ Sweet Hearts ~

The candy hearts below reference some of the most well-known Bible
verses about love. How many do you know “by heart?”

JOHN DEUT. 1COR. PROV.

3:16 6:5 13:13 17:17
3. 4.

1JOHN JOHN
4:7 15:13
6. 7.

* Answers on last page *




Osakis Lutheran Church
Action News
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DONATE ONLINE
SCAN THIS CODE

Edition #601

SUNDAY

February 8th

Wear your jersey/team COlOrs tO serVice ahd enjoy a sub sahdwich,
chips and a bar for fellowship. Bring your pocket Change to vote
which team you think will win the Super Bowl|!

Al proceeds will g0 towards Jnited Way’s BaCkpaCk AttaCk program.

Trivia Answers

1. John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life."

2. Deut 6:5 "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength."
3.1 Cor. 13:13 "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love."

4. Prov. 17:17 "A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity."

5. Eph 4:2 "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love."

6.1 John 4:7 "Beloved, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God."

7. John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends."

8. Rom. 5:8 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."
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Trivia provided from ConcordiaSupply.com



