
P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2025 Church Council 

 

President— Stephanie Finnegan 

President Elect -  Available!! 

Past President– Kristen Will 

Secretary— Sarah Redetzke 

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education/Youth— Available!! 

Trustees– Travis Redetzke  

Stewardship/Deacons— Mike Curtis 

 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tues- Fri 

10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone:  320-859-2350 

The deadline for the bulletin is     

Thursday at 1 p.m. 

 

Action News deadline is the     

20th of the month.  

Committees and the congregation 

are welcome to contribute news!!! 

  

 

 

   

 

«First Name» «Last Name» 

«Address Line 1» 

«Address Line 2» 

«City», «State»  «ZIP Code» 



Message from the Pastor 

Annual Meeting  

People of God, 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ! 

Happy New Year! Can you believe a whole year has 
passed? I am excited to see how the Holy Spirit works 
in us in the coming year! It is the beginning of a new 
part of our journey. We look back to see where we have 
been and look forward and wonder what the next year 
will be like.  

I give thanks for the blessings we have shared this 
past year! It is my prayer that we will learn and grow 
together even more, with the hope of continuing to 
love and serve our neighbors in the name of Christ! 

May God bless and keep you in the coming year! 

Pastor Mary Anne 

Please join us January 25th during church service. Your input an vote matters!!  

If you are interested in joining a Church Committee, we are looking for the following: 

  * Stewardship*  *Trustees*  *Youth/Education* 

If you would like further information on any of these committees, please reach out tot the secretary. 

We are also looking for a member to be our President. Kristen Will was past president in 2025 and 

Stephanie Finnegan will reach her 3 year in 2026. It may sound like an intimidating position but rest 

assured, it is not. You will have a wonderful team of members to help guide the church throughout 

the year!! 



Osakis Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

December 7th, 2025 

 

Present: Stephanie Finnegan, MaryAnn Parker, Mike Curtis, Nancy Exley, Kristen Will, Mary Redetzke, Travis Redetzke, and 

Sarah Redetzke. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Stephanie. 

Mary Ann led devotions. 

Approval of Agenda 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Kristen, 2nd by Travis 

Old Business 

New Business 

Council skipped high’s and low’s at this meeting. 

The church rates were reviewed. 

Nancy made a motion to approve the minutes, 2nd by Kristen. 

Goals for 2026- tabled until January meeting. 

Annual meeting 

The date for the annual meeting is January 25th. 

Updates 

We are looking for members to be on the Nominating Committee. 

Updating the Constitution, nothing can be removed but you can add an amendment. 

Background Checks- we will reach out to the Synod for options to do background 

checks. 

Donations 

The Osakis After Prom committee reached out to the church asking for a donation. We decided to give 

$200. Travis, Sarah, and Kristen abstained from voting, due to being involved on the After 

Prom Committee. Mike made a motion to approve the donation, 2nd by Nancy. 

Christmas Service/Breakfast Sunday. We will put both in the newspaper. Breakfast will be on 12/28 at 10 a.m. 

We decided to do fruit and goodie bags instead of handing out poinsettias at Christmas Eve service. 

Mike made a motion to accept Stephanie as interim secretary, 2nd by Nancy. Kristen made a motion to accept 

Lanay’s resignation, 2nd by Nancy. 

Reports 

Mary Ann reported that she worked with Stephanie on the PowerPoint for the service, did some reading, and 

worked on the sermon. 

Nancy reported that income for November was $67,963 and expenses were $8,889.97. We received a generous 

gift of $61,130.56 from Madlyn Manders estate. 

Stephanie reported that the Youth Led Service will be held on 12/14. The Pathfinders will do baking for the bake 

sale on 12/10. The bake sale will be held on 12/14 following the Youth Led Service. 

Mike reported that we need new ideas, new volunteers, and need help. We are ok financially. 

Travis reported that he has installed a TV in the fellowship hall. It can be hooked up to a computer for funeral 

tributes and will likely be used for many other things. There has been a light purchased for the parking lot. 

Mary reported that the next worship meeting will be 12/16 at 1:00 at Pat’s. 

Offer Our Prayers 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

We ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. Mike made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Nancy. 

 

The next council meeting is: January 4th @ 11 a.m. 

 

Submitted by Sarah Redetzke, Council Secretary 



December 7, 2025  Attendance 29 

Envelopes     $   830.00 

Loose           30.00 

Total                  $   860.00 

 

December 14, 2025  Attendance 31 

Envelopes     $   2200.00 

Loose              85.00 

Christmas           150.00 

Stoeckel Campership            75.00 

Anchor Ad           120.00 

National Youth Gathering           75.00 

Total               $   2,705.00 

 

December 21, 2025  Attendance  29 

Envelopes    $     455.00 

Loose              30.00 

Stoeckel Campership/Tech Fund       150.00 

Youth Movie Night/Dish Towels         160.00 

Church Rent           375.00 

Christmas/World Hunger/Anchor Ad   162.00 

Total               $    1,332.00 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 
 

   December Income                       $ 8,490.25 

   Bills/payroll paid December      $ 20,296.90 

 

Annual Giving Statement - Please contact myself or 

the secretary for your 2025 statement. 

 

On behalf of our church family, I want to sincerely 

thank each of you for your continued prayers,    

generosity, and dedication. Your faithfulness 

strengthens our mission and allows us to serve with 

purpose.  

We are truly blessed to walk this journey together. 

Nancy Exley, Treasurer 

December 24, 2025  Attendance  74 

Envelopes   $        20.00 

Loose            309.25 

Christmas        1,745.00 

Total               $    2,074.25 

 

December 28, 2025   Attendance      0 

(Church cancelled due to weather) 

Envelopes                                  $    120.00 

Christmas          10.00 

Total                $   130.00 

 

Offering in December:           $  7,101.25 

Offering Envelopes 

The 2026 Offering        

Envelopes are ready to be 

picked up in the back of the 

Church!! 

Tithes & Offerings 



Please call  

320 - 859 - 2350  

for your special prayer requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for: 

Colton Will, Grace Johnson & Linda Blake 
 

Community Memorial Home: Elaine Mattson 
 

Terrace Heights:  Alice Sanders 
 

The family and friends of Barb Stier (Matt Stier’s  

mother) the family and friends of Beverly Schultz and 

the family and friends of Pastor Rolland Halvorson. 

 

 

 

 

After many years of struggling, our 
Church is finally financially doing 
okay.  That is a BIG part from you!! 
We greatly appreciate your generous 
gifts!! 
 

Unfortunately, our Church is still 
struggling. We desperately need people 
to step-up with new ideas. We need 
people to step-up and volunteer in the 
Church and be on the Church council. 
If we keep going the way we are, we 
will never prosper.  
 

We have been blessed with some very 
strong leaders, but they are getting 
tired and running out of new ideas.  
Please reach out to a Council member 
or Pastor Mary Anne of where you 
could help us! 
 

Sincerely, 

Stewardship Committee 

Happy New Year!!! 

This coming year, we plan to do some updates to 
the heart of Osakis Lutheran church. We want 
to make sure we have everyone’s information  
accurate in our system, we plan to engage our 
congregation more, and listen to the needs of 
our congregation and community. You, your 
family and our community are very important to 
us! 

May the New Year bring you blessings of     
abundance of love, joy, health, peace and    
prosperity!! 

Blessings, 

Stephanie - OLC President 



 

           Mobile Food Shelf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop off donations anytime in our     
shopping cart located in the Narthex. 

The nonperishable items will delivered on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

We are looking for help and are  

reaching out to you!! 

• Enthusiastic Readers 

• Ministers of Hospitality 

• Beautiful voices 

• Talented Musicians 

• Culinary Artists 

Please contact the Secretary if you are      
interested in helping in any of these         

exciting areas!! 

 
Thank You 

 

~ A heartfelt Thank You to long time member 
Madlyn Manders for her generous gift of 
$61,130.56. 

~ Thank you to all who were able to join us for 
the Annual Bake Sale. Also, thank you to all who    
donated baked goods and other items! We were 
able to raise $278!! 

~ Thank you to those who brought in items to    
donate to the local food shelf. We dropped off 
69.9 lbs. in December!!  

~ Thank you to those who brought in beautiful 
poinsettias and Christmas flowers!! The alter 
looked so beautiful!! 

~ A special thank you to everyone who has       
offered their time and talents to the church this 
past year. From reading the scriptures, helping  
set-up and serve at a potlucks, joining in the     
Bible Study or just enjoying in fellowship after 
church.  

You are what makes  

Osakis Lutheran Church so special! 

1/15 Robin Curtis 

01/18 David Dykema 

01/19 Drew VanNyhuis 

01/21 Karen Williamson 

01/23 Richard Hansen 

01/24 Loren Ortendahl 

01/26 Barbara Berg 

01/27 Hannah Redetzke 

01/29 Marissa Hinrichs 

01/02 Debra Mensen 

01/06 Nichol Nessman 

01/06 Darcy Staloch 

01/07 Dawn McNeal 

01/09 Chrisob Sadlemyer 

01/09 Kellie VanNyhuis 

01/10 Mark Nessman 

01/11 Benjamen Ehrenberg 

01/14 Douglas Lillemoen 



One day, a man was walking along the shore. As he looked down the beach, he saw a young person 
reaching down to the sand, picking up something and very gently throwing it back into the sea. As he got 
closer, he called out, “Good morning! What are you doing?” 

The young person paused, looked up and replied, “Throwing starfish into the sea.” 

“Why are you throwing starfish into the sea?” he asked. 

“The sun is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them in they’ll die.” 

“But, don’t you realize that there are miles of beach here and starfish all along it. You can’t possibly make 
a difference!” 

The young person listened politely. Then knelt down, picked up another starfish and threw it into the sea, 
past the breaking waves and said… 

“Made a difference to this one.” 

(This starfish story is from Loren Eiseley’s book, The Star Thrower.) 

The Star Thrower 

Reflection 
In this cold of winter, it is hard to imagine walking on the beach with the sand squishing through your 
toes and finding sea shells, starfish and other treasures. We are so fortunate to live where we are able 
to experience all four seasons.  

This time of year is so enlightening to have reflection. Not only for the past year but also for the year to 
come. As you are reflecting, think of this story above.  

How we each can make an impact with: 

• our small actions,  

• the power of empathy,  

• embracing each and every moment presented to us,  

• ripple effect and how it really does leave footprints not only on our lives but so many others. 

 

As you are enjoying your cup of coffee, tea or hot cocoa this winter, reflect on how you have made an 
impact. Not only for today but this week, month or even this past year. How can these reflections help 
you to achieve your goals for the upcoming year? 
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DONATE ONLINE  
SCAN THIS CODE 

Worship Committee Message 
Hello from the Worship Committee!!  

Our December meeting was held on Dec. 16th at 1 pm. Barb L, Nancy E, Pat C, Pastor 
Mary Anne and my self were in attendance. 

Pat graciously invited us to her home for a beautiful Christmas get together. The 
weather was wonderful. I believe it was in the 40’s!! 

With Christmas mugs in hand, filled with coffee brewed in Pat’s brand new coffee  
maker (early Christmas present) we proceeded to pick out songs for our January    
worship. Hard to believe Christmas will be over by then. We won’t think about that! 

We truly enjoyed our time together, talking, laughing and reminiscing!! 

After the meeting we were served Christmas cranberry cake with butter sauce and lots 
of cookies and more coffee, of course!! Delicious!! 

The Worship committee wishes you all a very Merry Christmas!! 

Til we meet again in ‘26. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

Mary Redetzke - Chair 


