
P.O. Box 427 

Osakis, MN  56360 

 

Osakis Lutheran Church 

2026 Church Council 

 

President— Stephanie Finnegan 

President Elect -   Available! 

Past President–  

Secretary— Sarah Redetzke 

Treasurer— Nancy Exley 

Financial Secretary— Cindy Christensen 

Worship— Mary Redetzke 

Education/Youth— Available!! 

Trustees– Travis Redetzke  

Stewardship/Deacons— Mike Curtis 

 

Church Office Hours: 

 Office Hours: 
Tues- Fri 

10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  
 

Church phone:  320-859-2350 

The deadline for the bulletin is     

Thursday at 1 p.m. 

 

Action News deadline is the     

20th of the month.  

Committees and the congregation 

are welcome to contribute news!!! 

  

 

 

   

 



Education Committee Meeting 

02/25/2026 at 7 pm 

 

Upcoming dates 

5/13/26 – Last Day Pathfinders 

 

Agenda 

Another Lenten Meal? 18th or 25th Will follow-up as we get closer 

 

Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday? – Not at this time 

Jacob is only 5th grader – Will mail out letters to all kids listed in 5th grade in-

viting them for 1st Communion on April 12th at 11 am 

 

Graduation Sunday Service – 5/3 

Melanie – email out PowerPoint – will update Stephanie of graduates attend-

ing to mail out invitation letter to parents for Graduation Sunday. 

Cake – Order ½ sheet cake with “Congratulations Graduates” and red flowers 

Corsages for each graduate and ladies with baby breath 

Quilt – Have enough quilts for this year and next year. Will talk in the future 

about starting up the Quilters and continuing our tradition. 

Baccalaureate – 5/17 – will put notice in bulletin for cookies/bars to bring. 

 

Ivy Nomland Scholarship - $300  - Mail to qualifying student. 

 

Fun Day 

AirMaxx – Will schedule after Easter 

 

Summer Movies – Only 1 movie this year during VBS week. Will have Flavor Shack 

and select movie closer to the end of the school year. Movie will be on 7/8 at the 

Stier’s Lot. 

VBS – Kids to travel back to camp this year? – Yes 

 

Fall Dates 

First day of Sunday School – 9/13 

Pathfinders – 9/16 

 

Next Meeting – 8/9 at O-town at 6 pm.  



       Our Speaker 
 

Jeremy Steele is a queer pastor. A skeptic. A disruptor. And 
one of the most followed progressive faith voices online, with 
almost a million people engaging with his content every week. 

 
He has helped thousands of people navigate hard                

conversations about politics, identity, belonging, and spirituality 
without falling into alienation or tribalism. Alongside his work in 

faith communities, Jeremy also helps businesses and           
employees explore hot-button issues with respect, fostering 
workplace environments where people can disagree without 

tearing teams apart. 
 

Jeremy has written many books and has more on the way:    
Rituals for Heretics, Atheists, and People Who Aren’t Sure 

About God (Feb 2026), A Pastor’s Guide to Living as a Queer 
Christian (late 2026), and Undivided: How to Talk About      

Spirituality to  Others and Yourself. 
 

As a speaker, Jeremy works with businesses, universities, Pride groups, and religious organizations 
helping them rethink how they approach hard conversations and complicated relationships using 

practical tools to help bring people together rather than divide. He is a leader helping queer           
audiences and allies reclaim the narrative around spirituality from a place of human curiosity,      

community, and finding practices that help recenter, ground, and inspire. 

Mark your Calendars the  
Virtual Synod Assembly on 

May 30th 

- Grace in a Digital Space -  

“…You will be my witnesses… to the ends of 
the earth.” — Acts 1:8 
 
 
This year, our synod gathers around a theme that is both deeply ancient and radically new:  

 

Grace in a Digital Space. 
 

In Acts 1:8, Jesus promises the disciples that the Holy Spirit will empower them to be        
witnesses—starting right where they are, and extending outward “to the ends of the earth.”  

For the early church, that meant dusty roads, crowded marketplaces,  
and kitchen-table communities. 

 

The Holy Spirit has never been limited by geography. 
 

And today, “the ends of the earth” look a lot like the phones in our pockets and the screens 
on our desks. At this year’s Synod Assembly, we will explore how grace shows up in places 
that are sometimes chaotic, sometimes noisy, sometimes overwhelming—and yet still holy. 
We’ll reflect on how digital tools help us share the gospel, foster relationships, tell the truth, 
and bear witness to Christ’s love in an online world hungry for connection. We’ll ask what 

faithful digital discipleship looks like for congregations of every size.  And we’ll celebrate the 
many ways God continues to work through creativity, courage, pixels, and people. 



Please keep Colton Will, Grace Johnson & 
Dave Carlson in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Have someone we can pray for? 

Please contact the secretary at 320.859.2350 

or olcsecretary@arvig.net 

God of new life, when things feel 

heavy or uncertain, lift what 

weighs on us. 

Where there is fear, bring peace 

Where there is guilt, bring grace. 

Where something feels stuck or 

finished, make a way forward. 

Like light breaking across the 

sky, remind us that hope is still 

rising, even now. 

Amen. 

The Lord Is With You 

“God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So 

we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

What can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5-6). 

Why are we so timid when it comes to sharing the Gospel with others? Would-be witnesses often cite 

rejection as a fear. Do you think Jesus has sympathy for us in this area? Isaiah wrote, “He was des-

pised and rejected by men….”(Isaiah 53:3). Jesus knows what it’s like to suffer rejection. He lived the 

phrase, “Been there, done that.” Others are afraid that they will be inadequate for the task; they do not 

know their Bibles well enough and their defense of the Gospel is weak. Again, is Jesus unaware of our 

state?  

Read the interchange between God and Moses in Exodus 3-4. Yes, we are inadequate; yes, there are 

mysteries in the Scriptures that we will not understand until we’re in Heaven; and, yes, we won’t have 

the proper words to say. Jesus said, “Do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time 

(the time when you need it) you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the 

Spirit of your Father speaking through you” (Matthew 10:19-20). 

God loves us so much that he gave his only Son to die for us. That child was born into a powerless 

family living in an unstable world. Yet the will of God was accomplished.  Will he not also accomplish 

his purpose through us, powerless and inadequate as we are? It is HIS plan and HIS work, nor our 

own, and he reiterates his promise to be with us to accomplish his will through us. So give it all 

you’ve got! 

Read Joshua 1:5-9. List as many times as you an find where God 

promises to be with us in all kinds of situations. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Forgive us for our excuses. Help us to learn through the lives of Moses and Joshua and the prophets 

and disciples that you never forsake your people and that you are present to help us carry out your will 

on earth. Thank you for the opportunity to be stewards of the Gospel. Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

-An excerpt from Give it all You’ve Got! Devotional Meditations - 



Tithes & Offerings 

April 5, 2026  - Easter  Attendance 81 

Envelopes                $   935.00 

Lent          253.00 

Maundy Thursday          10.00 

Good Friday           70.00 

Easter          765.00 

Total                 $   2,033.00 

 

April 12, 2026   Attendance 17 

Envelopes      $   500.00 

Fellowship               7.00 

Manders Trust           910.44 

Rent            300.00 

Total                   $   1,717.44 

 

Financial Update for the Congregation 
 

March Income             $ 9,462.83 

March Bills/payroll paid           $ 16,640.84   

 

On behalf of our church family, I want to sincerely thank 

each of you for your continued prayers, generosity, and 

dedication. Your faithfulness strengthens our mission and 

allows us to serve with purpose.  

Nancy Exley, Treasurer 

 

April 19, 2026   Attendance 22 

Envelopes   $   1,012.00 

World Hunger               5.00 

Dishcloths             12.00 

Rent            375.00 

Total                $   1,404.00 

 

April 26, 2026   Attendance 14 

Envelopes   $   815.00 

Dishcloths          42.00 

Insurance Refund           2.00 

Total                $   859.00 

 

 

Offering in March:           $  6,013.44 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 

prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; 

if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is    

giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully.” – Romans 12:6-8  



~ Thank you the Manders family for the generous 
donation of $910.44 on behalf of  Madlyn Manders. 

~ Thank you to the Kalpin family for the generous 
donation of $1,000 towards the sound system on 
behalf of Curt Kalpin. 

~ Thank you to everyone who gave from their  
Thrivent  account(s).  Your generosity and        
support is greatly appreciated. 

~ Thank you to everyone who has offered their 
time and talents to the church.                                
We appreciate you!! 

Calling all youth interested in            
Bible Camp this summer!!  

It’s time to start thinking about     
summer adventures, faith, friendships, 
and fun at Bible Camp! 

Osakis Lutheran Church offers a   
campership to help make camp more 
affordable! 

$100 for Luther Crest Bible Camp 
$50 for any other Bible Camp 

Camperships are paid directly to the 
camp. 

Interested? Please reach out to the 
church secretary for an application and 
more details! 

Bible Camp is such an amazing          

opportunity to grow in your faith, make 

new friends, and create memories that 

last a lifetime.  

Who’s ready for camp season?!  

We are looking for help in and around 
the church and are personally inviting 

you to help with: 

 Reading Scriptures 

 Ushering 

 Fellowship  

Please sign-up in the back of the 
church if you are able to help in any 

of these areas.  

Not sure what it entails, contact  
Stephanie in the office and she can 

give you more information!! 

Mobile Food Shelf  
 

Drop off  donations anytime in our     
shopping cart located in the Narthex. 

The nonperishable items will delivered 
on the 3rd Tuesday of  each month. 

Thank you to everyone who donated, 
we dropped off  108 lbs of  food and 

household items for April!! 

05/01 Kerney Frank 

05/02 Kadyn Triebenbach 

05/08 Maddux Kapaun 

05/08 Tammy O’Neil 

05/09 Cindy Christensen 

05/10 Mary Anne Parker 

05/22 Mara VanNyhius 

05/23 Mary Curtis 

05/23 LeAnn Lyon 

05/28 Cooper Nosbush 

05/29 Ella Gilbert 

05/29 Charlotte Myhre 

 

~ May~ 



Message from the Pastor 

We are getting our Prayer Chain started and would 
love for you to be a part of it! We are planning to 

share prayer requests through text and/or email as a 
wonderful way to stay connected with one another 

and support our church family and community 
through prayer. 

If you would like to be included in the Prayer Chain, 
please contact the church secretary at:                        

320-859-2350 or email olcsecretary@arvig.net. 

Let’s continue to lift each other up in prayer! 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

This morning I read a devotional about gratitude! It challenged the reader to make a list 

of everything we have to be thankful for. So, I did. The length of the list reminded me to 

think about this more.  

I am most grateful for my faith. It has guided my life since I was very small. It has guided 

my choices of relationships, activities, and service.  I am grateful for the times I wanted 

doors to be open, and they were not. I feel those were times I was protected. I am     

thankful for relationships of friends, family, the relationships I have as a result of being 

part of the Body of Christ. 

I am thankful for  life, health, good doctors when I am sick, education, opportunities to 

serve, closed doors when I need protection, a home of safety, food, fresh water, beauty of 

the lakes and fields, gorgeous trees I see on the way here,  mountains, and all of God’s 

creation to inspire.  

I am grateful for music, art, and the gifts of creativity. These are not my gifts, but I have 

the gift of enjoying these gifts of others. I found the task of thinking about what I have to 

be grateful for keeps the problems of my life seem much smaller! 

So now it is your turn. I challenge you to make a list of the things in your life for which  

you are thankful.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Mary Anne 

Osakis Lutheran Church is looking for a 

President Elect & an Education/Youth 

member to join the Council. We are a 

fun group of folks that enjoy helping 

and improving our church and look   

forward to fresh ideas.  Interest, contact 

the Secretary for our next meeting.  

We would love to have you!! 

mailto:olcsecretary@arvig.net
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From the President 
Happy Spring!!! 

I love having my window’s cracked and listening to the birds chirp, geese squawk as they fly by and all 

the kids in the neighborhood playing. This rain has really greened up our yards and trees and started to 

get all those beautiful spring flowers “popping” out of the ground.  

I want to thank all of you who were able to join us for Lenten Services, Holy week and Easter Sunday. It 

was so wonderful to see your beautiful families and worship together!! 

I am sure you noticed that there was no minutes from our April meeting in this news letter. Since our 

March meeting got pushed back with the snowy weather, we decided not to have our April meeting and 

wait until our May meeting. If you have any questions regarding the meeting, please reach out!! 

I ran across this Bridge Theory a few months ago and it has been tinkering in my mind ever since. The 

Bridge Theory originated from Peter Blau who was a sociologist in the 1960’s and became a staple in 

sociological research in the 1980’s. 

 

The Bridge Theory 

Some people weren’t meant to walk the whole journey with you. They 
were just the bridge. They helped you cross from who you were to who 
you needed to become. And once you crossed, they disappeared. Not 

because they were bad, but because their role was finished. Travel 
teaches you that not every connection lasts. Some people are       

chapters, not the whole book, and that’s ok. Don’t chase what’s         
already served its purpose. Honor the bridge, but keep walking. 

 

When seasons change and paths shift, it doesn’t always mean something was wrong. Sometimes it 

simply means their part in our story was complete. We can be thankful for the blessing they were and 

trust that God is still leading us forward. Faith reminds us to keep walking, keep trusting, and keep our 

hearts open to where God is calling us next. Honor the bridge, thank God for it, and keep moving        

forward in His grace. 

 

God is always working—even in the chapters we didn’t expect. 

Blessings~ 

Stephanie Finnegan 


